Retropharyngeal abscess is an abscess of the deep spaces in the neck which if not treated urgently can be life-threatening as a result of airway compromise. It is important to detect and treat very early. It may arise in pediatrics from direct neck trauma which is not very common and fishbone impaction. Direct anterior neck trauma resulting in insidious retropharyngeal abscess has not been widely reported.
Introduction
The facial envelope which surrounds the neck structures is partitioned into may potential spaces of which retropharyngeal space is one of them [1] . Retropharyngeal abscess is an abscess of the deep spaces in the neck which if not treated urgently can be life-threatening as a result of airway compromise. Early detection and treatment are therefore very essential. It may arise in pediatrics from direct neck trauma which is not very common and fishbone impaction. However other risk factors causing it include endotracheal intubation, surgery, laryngoscopy and placement of nasogastric tube [2] . Here we present a case report of retropharyngeal abscess arising from a direct hit on the anterior neck of a 7-yearold boy by a car seat. 
Case Report

Discussion
Retropharyngeal abscess is often seen in children under the age of 4 -5 years but can be seen in any age group. Space lies behind the pharynx between the buccopharyngeal fascia, covering the constrictor muscle and the prevertebral fascia, extending from the skull base to the tracheal bifurcation. Suppuration of Retropharyngeal Of the deep neck space infections, the incidence of retropharyngeal infections is less than that of other infections like peritonsillar infections [3] . Traumatic retropharyngeal abscess has been described to arise secondarily from blunt oropharyngeal trauma in a road traffic accident [4] , by a blunt object like an umbrella', or impacted foreign bodies like safety pins [5] . In our study, a direct hit on the anterior neck was the cause. This mechanism has not been commonly reported. This progressive nature of the presentation over 6 days period pointed to the fact that there might have been the possibility of minimal bleed in the retropharyngeal space with hematoma collections and subsequent abscess formation. The 6-day history of hoarseness and the 3-hour history of dyspnoea were as a result of the mild blunt laryngeal trauma initially and later by the airway compromise from the pressure from the retropharyngeal abscess ( Figure 2 ). Subcutaneous emphysema with the abscess was described in a case of oropharyngeal trauma by Siou G et al. [6] but this is not seen in our own study. Successful Deep neck infections may be associated with life-threatening complications such as airway obstruction, jugular thrombophlebitis, carotid rupture, and mediastinitis. These complications can be avoided by vigilance, adequate evaluation, prompt diagnosis, and aggressive management [7] .
Conclusion
Post-traumatic retropharyngeal abscess can be insidious in onset with gradual airway compromise which if not detected and managed timely and adequately can result in mortality.
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